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JESIKI ®LIOCO®CHKI ACIIEKTH EKOJIOI'TYHOI CUTY AL

Mmu >XMBEMO B MEpioj MIBUIKOTO PO3BUTKY HAYKOBO-TEXHIYHOTO MPOTpecy, IO CyII-
POBOJIKY€TBHCSI 3pOCTAlOYMM CIOXKHMBAHHAM CBITOBUX NPUPOAHUX pecypciB. Llel ctuib
KHUTTS Cy4acHOI JIFOJAMHU XapaKTEePHU3Y€EThCS HAA3BUYANHO BOPOKUM CTABJICHHSM IO HaB-
KOJIMIIHBOTO cepeoBuiia. Och YoMy, BUBUEHHS! OCHOB €KOJIOTIYHOTO BYCHHS CIPUSATHME
OEpeKITMBOMY CTaBIICHHIO JIO MPUPOJIH, 11 30€PEKEHHIO 1 JOTIOMOXKE MiHIMaTI3yBaTu MPH-
POJIHI KaTakIi3MH, sIKi € pe3yJbTaTOM HAIIOrO CIIOKWBAHHS Ta BUCHAKEHHS MPUPOIHUX
pecypciB. Ham Tpeba nam'ataTi — MU HE OTpUMaIM 3eMJIIO y CIAJ0K BiJl HAIIUX OaTbKiB,
MU HO3UYMJIIH 11 y HAIIUX JITEH.

Competitor O.M. Syrota; senior teacher O.A. Chaplyk — NUFWT of Ukraine, L'viv

Some Philosophical Aspects of Ecological Situation

We are living in a time of rapid scientific and technological progress which is ac-
companied by an increasing consumption of the world's natural resources. This style of
modern human life is having an extremely adverse effects on the environment. Therefore,
the study of fundamentals of the ecological doctrine will promote careful attitude to nature,
its conservation and will help to diminish natural cataclysms which result from our con-
sumption and depletion of natural resources. We should keep in mind — we do not inherit
the Earth from our parents, we borrow It from our children.

Some Philosophical Aspects of Ecological Situation

We are living in a time of rapid scientific and technological progress which
1s accompanied by an increasing consumption of the world's natural resources.
This style of modern human life is having an extremely adverse effects on the en-
vironment. Such vital sources of life as air, water, minerals as well as fauna and
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flora are being wasted and destroyed. Therefore, human life certainly requires
changing if we are to preserve the biosphere and save ourselves in it. And as our
style of life is determined by morality, it is high time for us to follow new moral
principles and criteria in our activities, to adopt new laws and decisions that would
be aimed at protecting nature and its wealth from continual depletion. One of the
most important tasks of nowadays is the optimization of relationship between hu-
mankind, on the one hand, and individual species, populations and ecosystems, on
the other hand. That is why, while conducting research and taking practical measu-
res along these lines, the knowledge of ecological and real economic importance of
every component of nature should assume great significance.

People should understand, they must take on themselves the load of rather
difficult obligations, they should be prepared for and realize a number of self-
restraints. It will be a new philosophy of life, which will differ greatly from our
modern philosophy. Our modern style of life results in the extinction of certain
species of animals and plants, the discomfort of urbanized environment and incre-
asing diseases of our population. The local ecological catastrophes which are ta-
king place on our planet stipulate the necessity of working out the program of re-
duction of harmful wastes into the environment and stopping its pollution, the cre-
ation of ecologically saving technologies and rational use of natural resources. We
will succeed in improving the situation if we are able to ecologically regulate eco-
nomic activity of a human, to take actions in nature conservation and pay greater
attention to necessity of higher ecological education of all humanity. We should re-
member that ecology is the common base of the cooperation for all specialists: na-
turalists and engineers, experimenters and research workers, biologists, mathemati-
cians, meteorologists, ecological knowledge being vital necessity for them. There-
fore, the study of fundamentals of the ecological doctrine will promote careful atti-
tude to nature, its conservation and will help to diminish natural cataclysms which
result from our consumption and depletion of natural resources.

"The earth is finite. Its ability to absorb wastes and destructive effluent is
finite. Its ability to provide food and energy is finite. Its ability to provide for gro-
wing numbers of people is finite. And we are fast approaching many of the earth's
limits. Current economic practices which damage the environment, in both develo-
ped and underdeveloped nations, cannot be continued without the risk that global
systems will be damaged beyond repair. "(Union of Concerned Scientists 1993) —
It is the reality of our modern style of life...

The foundation of new philosophy of life must be globally related to soluti-
on of social economic and ecological problems, the idea of universalizm, the idea
of optimum use of all resources of the Earth based on the introducing new techno-
logies, the idea of saving biodiversity. The idea of environmental protection must
occupy an important place in everybody's life, because we can find soil pollution
everywhere. For example, most dangerous waste such as sulfur dioxide, fertilizers,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, wood smoke, plastics, herbicides and numerous
industrial materials alter the biosphere causing an adverse effect on people's health.
The ecological crisis has originated on the territory of our country since 1950. It
was then that an uncontrolled exploitation of nature and its pollution began. Since
then approximately 1.5 milliard tons of primary raw materials have been introdu-
ced in natural circulation every year. It is almost 30 tons for every citizen of Ukra-
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ine. As a result the total amount of wastes from coal mining, light industry, chemi-
cal engineering, metal working and some other fields of industries amounts to
15 milliard tons. Much more waste has got into the water and the air which are the
primary basis of our life. This situation resulted from the lack of environmental
protective institutions and outdated technologies. In addition, the world's greatest
degree of soil ploughing up, uncontrolled use of pesticides, two thirds of which
had a clear mutagen effect. All these under conditions when nearly 40 % of all ag-
ricultural lands has a poor ability to purify. All these combined being aggravated
by a bad condition of sewage systems, which causes dangerous infectious waste
and diminishing the general sanitary level.

All the mentioned above facts have made humans revise their attitude to
Nature, they have started to study in-depth the origin and development of complex
interrelationships and processes in the environment and to seek for the ways of har-
monization of relations between humanity and nature.

Therefore, a very important factor for future society should be strengthe-
ning of the democratic basis and high level ecological education of the society.
New philosophy of life (ecological philosophy) must consolidate the forces of not
only "the greens" of all trends from all regions but also people all over the world in
order to overcome the environmental crisis. We must be aware of all natural pro-
cesses, we must cooperate with Nature, taking into consideration its laws and prin-
ciples. Proper combination of new technologies with the efforts of each member of
our society as to the solution nature protection measures will only help us to get
out from ecological crisis.

We are an integral part of Nature. That is why we must follow its laws and
respect the environment because all other living creatures enjoy equal rights with us.

New philosophy of our life is to teach us to respect Nature, ecosystems, the
Earth and treat Nature so that not to damage the normal functioning of the biosphe-
re for life to be continued on our planet. We should keep in mind — we do not inhe-
rit the Earth from our parents, we borrow It from our children.
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SAKPUTTSA ITAXT

JlocnimkeHo BIUTMB 3aTOIUICHHS JTIKBIJOBAHMX MIAXT HA TIAPOJUHAMIYHHA PEXKUM
HoBOBOJIMHCHKOTO TIPHUYONIPOMUCIOBOTO pallOHY Ta BHU3HAYEHO MPIOPUTETHI HAMPSIMU
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